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Hill Tribe Elephant Experience
This project is led by the requirements of the elephants and the surrounding communities. Therefore it’s not possible
to tell you at this stage exactly how your week will be planned. We won’t know ourselves until much closer to your
chosen start date as it depends on many varying influences; requirements, finances, weather etc.
Your help, however, will be greatly received on this incredible project as, sadly, due to the ever-increasing costs of
protecting the welfare of elephants, the income from our travellers is essential. Not only does it allow us to work
harder in all areas, it also ensures the sustainability of what we do and will help us to save more elephants.
Activities
Spending time with the elephants in the jungle. Allowing them to
show their most natural behaviour of foraging as a group. Elephants
are very sociable animals.
Mud and swimming – This is wonderful for the elephants as it
keeps their skin healthy and is great for social bonding. It’s also
a good way to check them over and ensure they don’t have
any injuries or illness.
Medicine – Making natural medicine balls to keep the
•
elephants healthy. This gives you the chance to learn about
their diet, natural medications and the healthcare of the
elephants.
Feeding – You’ll be amazed at just how much these creatures
•
can eat!!
Construction – Making enrichment toys for the elephants to
•
help them rediscover their natural foraging skills.
Community Development
An amazing way to give back to the community. We empower the
locals to tell us what they need and ways we can help. Your support
means many hands to help us complete bigger projects for the
village and elephant camp. From locals temples, churches, food
storage for elephants or even building Mahout accommodation so
they can be closer to their elephants at night time. Whatever you
work on you can be assured you’re having a positive impact. Work
can be hard but you will learn how to do new tasks and take a lot
away from your time here.
Agriculture
This can be more labour intensive than you might think. But we
guarantee this will stay with you forever. From harvesting elephant
•
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food to replanting veggies, making fertiliser or weeding. It is all
needed and depends on the season that you arrive as to the work
that will be required. This elephant camp feeds its elephants organic
produce only. Sadly many other camps don’t, which is detrimental to
their health. We also support many local organic farmers to make
sure we share our services across the community so everyone
benefits.
Cultural Activities
Karen people are world-famous for their weaving skills. You will be
able to see this first-hand and get involved yourself, learn the
traditional way they make their beautiful tops, skirts and bags. You
will also be taken to visit some beautiful temples in the jungle, that
many monks and nuns attend for mediation. This is far from the
usual temple, and not a location that most tourists ever have the
chance get to visit!
Thai Cooking
We want to give you as many skills as possible to take home with you.
So it wouldn’t be complete without you learning to cook some
traditional Thai cuisine. We can cater for all diet types, help you to
learn your favourite Thai dish, teach you all about the special
ingredients and by the end of your time with us, you’ll be a Thai
cooking superstar!
Extras
If a planned activity finishes sooner than expected, do not fret! We
have plenty of ongoing projects that always need help. From relaxing
and swimming at the local waterfall, learning about and of course,
trying ,some of Chiang Mai’s world-famous coffee or joining in on a
local community clear up. You days will be packed full from start to
finish.

What’s Included
At trunk we completely understand and appreciate that you’re spending a lot of money to
join us on any project or tour and so we include as much as we can to ensure that you receive
as much as possible.
Below is a list of everything that is included in your placement and we’re sure you’ll agree
that this really does represent excellent value for money.

• All accommodation throughout your stay with us. This is a combination of
hotel and purpose-built accommodation within the elephant camp.

• Airport pick-up on arrival and transfer to the central Chiang Mai hotel.
• Pre-departure information booklet. Welcome meeting and orientation.
• Guided city tour of Chiang Mai to introduce you to the northern lifestyle.
• Traditional welcome meal in a busy local restaurant. All dietary
requirements can be catered for if we’re informed in advance.

• Enjoy a final night celebratory dinner and show at the wonderful Lanna
Theatre.

• All transport throughout your stay including too and from the project
location.

• All meals during your time at the project. Tea, coﬀee and drinking water are
also available throughout your stay

• Any and all project materials and tools depending on the requirements of
the community and the project at the time of your stay.

• 24-hour support from trunk’s award-winning support team of project
coordinators and guides.
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Available Start Dates
PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL DATES BELOW ARE SATURDAYS.
This is the day we ask you to arrive in to Chiang Mai.
The Saturday will be a free day for you to recover from your journey.

2020

2021

Voted BEST
ECO-TOURISM
DMC in S.E.A
for 2020

JANUARY

- 4th & 18th

JANUARY

- 9th & 23rd

FEBRUARY

- 1st & 15th

FEBRUARY

- 6th & 20th

MARCH

- 7th & 21st

MARCH

- 6th & 20th

APRIL

- 4th & 18th

APRIL

- 3rd & 17th*

MAY

- 2nd & 16th

MAY

- 8th & 22nd

JUNE

- 6th & 20th

JUNE

- 12th & 26th

JULY

- 4th & `8th

JULY

- 10th & 24th

AUGUST

- 1st & 15th

AUGUST

- 7th & 21st

SEPTEMBER

- 5th & 19th

SEPTEMBER

- 4th & 18th

OCTOBER

- 3rd & 17th

OCTOBER

- 2nd & 16th

NOVEMBER

- 7th & 14th

NOVEMBER

- 6th & 20th

DECEMBER

- 5th & 12th

DECEMBER

- 4th & 11th

* These dates are during the exceptional Thai New Year period and so there is a £100 surcharge at this time.

Our Elephant Policy
Across South East Asia the work that we do supports several elephant rescue, rehabilitation,
health, welfare and safety projects. These projects are chosen only after completing exhaustive
due-diligence and all projects and NGOs must agree to comply with our own charter before they
will be considered for our support.
The elephants that we work with are a
combination of rescued f rom tourist
activities such as performance elephants,
trekking and ‘safari’ elephants, farming
elephants and those bred in to captivity,
living a life in man-made enclosures and
chained for up to 23 hours each day.

One of our supported elephants enjoying the jungle foliage
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The Thailand projects are located in the
north, Chiang Mai province. We are currently
in talks with other elephant welfare projects
in order to best support these also.
Our main aim is to work with projects that
have the sole focus of ensuring a safe future
that is more akin to that which an elephant
would have in the wild. Sadly, poaching is
still a very genuine threat in South
East Asia and simply returning
elephants to the wild just isn’t an
option. Not only is there not
enough viable land but the safety,
and therefore the future, of these
majestic animals would be in
serious doubt.
We take our lead from the local
experts in Thailand. We work
within their guidelines and respect
the culture, customs and direction.
Elephants need our help, and done
correctly, those who agree can
experience life-changing moments
that will see your clients returning
again and again.

Our guests helping to harvest bamboo to
build houses for rural tribe communities and
to make room for more rescued elephants to
live safely.

Our Eco-tourism Charter
Responsible, ethical, sustainable and planetpositive travel is very high on our agenda.
Our teams do whatever possible to ensure
that our tours and activities benefit the
locals in as many ways as possible.
To ensure the entire team are working in the
same direction, we have created a 10-point
charter that we need to meet before we will
consider a location, a partner or activity.
Having a positive impact on the local
communities, and planet in general is our
number one focus.
Supporting a Climate Strike campaign in Chiang Mai,
Thailand.

Use local businesses. Genuinely
b e n e fi t t h e l o c a l e c o n o m y a n d
preferably support local family business
2. Consider the environment. How will
our travel impact this and can it benefit
the environment
3. Dress appropriately. There’s no need
for avoidable cultural faux-pa’s
4. Think about the dining options. Are
there restaurants that positively impact
local communities
5. Use the local language. It’s incredible
how far a locally communicated please
and thank you can take you.
6. Consider any interactions with local
children. How will these trips impact
them over time.
7. Co n s i d e r t h e w i l d l i f e . Wi l l a n y
involvement with animals help or
hinder their plight?
8. Minimize the carbon footprint. Where
possible consider alternative transport
solutions that benefit the environment.
9. Zero single-use plastic. We will not
distribute, or include single-use plastic,
on any of our trips. We will also give
environmentally-friendly alternatives to
all travellers.
10. Transparen cy. Offer honest and
transparent information to all travellers
at all times.
1.
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Donating eco-water filters and rechargeable
lanterns to slum communities and organising
litter clean ups in rural communities.

You’re in the Very Best Hands
Trunk specialises in engineering and delivering ethical, responsible, cultural and intrepid
experiences. It’s our commitment to being environmentally friendly and community conscious that
has brought us deserved awards and accolades. This is the level of service that you can expect
when joining us on this experience.
The team at trunk has many years experience
in delivering a first-class all-round service for
our travellers. From the moment our travellers
arrive in Thailand, we’re there to meet you,
greet you and to ensure you’re set and ready
to make the most of this once-in-a-lifetime
adventure.
#trunkguides - our team are experts in local culture and
customs and ensuring you have an amazing time!
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As the vast majority of our travellers are
arriving Thailand for the first time it’s
important they’re not overcome with a
sensory explosion. Our guides will be at the
airport to ensure you can relax and just take in
this incredible new world. They are then
available 24 hours per day for every day our
travellers are with us.
Having a guide who is a
local to the region where
you are is vital. Customs
and culture change across
Thailand, often with little or
no warning, and so to
ensure that our travellers
have
the
correct
information on what and
what not to do ensures
there are no unnecessary
mistakes that can easily
offend
the
local
communities.
We also guarantee that
trunk guides will quickly
become lifelong f riends
who you’ll want to keep in
touch with, and visit again!

The trunk guides are each local to the
areas where they operate. They have
access to off-the-beaten track locations
and

Want to Stay For Longer?
Making The Most Of Your Time Whilst You’re Here
Obviously Thailand is a lot more than just elephants and jungles. Home to some of the friendliest
people on the planet, most mouth-watering food, pristine golden beaches, incredible islands and lots
more. So if you’re planning to visit ‘The Land of Smiles’ consider sticking around a little while longer to
really make the most of your time here - you will not regret it!
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If you have any desire or plans to travel a little more in
Thailand, before or after your time with the elephants, then
you would do a lot worse than to let trunk take care of it for
you. With our extensive network of hotels, transport options,
meal plans, activity choices and more, we will happily plan,
arrange and book your stay so that it’s all taken care of
meaning you don’t have to worry.
From the budget to the opulent and luxurious, from the
active and adventurous to the laid-back and lazy! Whatever it
is you would like to add to your time in Thailand, be it one
night or more, we can make it happen.
SERVICES INCLUDE
• Hotels from budget hostels to 5-star luxury to health and
wellness spa’s
• Internal flights
• Activities and day trips
• Guides - for one day, or from start to finish of your stay
• Internal transport; trains, taxis, coaches, boats
• Entrance tickets
• Cooking classes
• Thai language lessons
• Everything else!
A typical sunset on Koh Samui island

Any Questions?
Hopefully the details in this booklet
have given you all of the information
you need to make an informed
decision about whether or not joining
the work we do is something you’d like
to support.

If there is a slight delay in our
responses, we do apologise, this is
most likely due to the time difference,
or we may be in the jungle improving
the lives of the elephants we’re
committed to caring for!

However, if it’s thrown up more
questions, please do not hesitate to
get in touch and one of the team will
be back to you as quickly as possible.

Please feel free to contact us using any
of the method below and please check
out our social media pages for up to
date information, photos and more.

EMAIL US
CALL OUR OFFICE
CHECK OUT OUR SITE

asktheteam@trunk-travel.com
+66 922-729-092
www.trunk-travel.com
facebook.com/trunktravel

instagram.com/trunkasia
twitter.com/trunktravel
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